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INTRODUCTION 

On October 10, 2019, the Worcester Coalition for 

Education Equity hosted a legislative breakfast. US 

Representative James McGovern, State Senators 

Harriet Chandler and Michael Moore, Worcester-

area State Representatives Daniel Donahue and 

James O’Day were present and among those who 

agreed to sign a letter urging Worcester Public 

Schools to publicly release discipline data. (See 

Scott O’Connell, “Law-makers agree to press 

Worcester schools for discipline data,” Worcester 

Telegram, Oct. 11, 2019.)  

CityLab scholars presented recent work on educa-

tion inequity and inequality in Worcester at the data 

briefing portion of the day. These are the tables they 

prepared.  

 

Unless otherwise noted, data is publicly available 

from the Massachusetts Department of Elementary 

& Secondary Education website’s “School and Dis-

trict Profiles” section. (http://

profiles.doe.mass.edu) The data has been arranged 

in graphs and charts to more easily visualize but 

the values have not been substantively altered in 

any way. 
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2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
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Removed, Not Suspended, AY 2015-2016 

18 Schools In MA, 14 are WPS 

Removed, Not Suspended, AY 2014-2015 

2 Schools in MA, 1 is WPS 

Note: Based on % of students, Removed, Not Suspended = ER - ISS - OSS - EXPELLED - REMOVAL TO ALTERNATIVE SETTING 
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Removed, Not Suspended, AY 201 6-2017 

20 Schools in MA, 18 are WPS 

Note: Based on % of students, Removed, Not Suspended = ER - ISS - OSS - EXPELLED - REMOVAL TO ALTERNATIVE SETTING 
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Removed, Not Suspended, AY 201 7-2018 

15 Schools in MA, 7 are WPS 

Note: Based on % of students, Removed, Not Suspended = ER - ISS - OSS - EXPELLED - REMOVAL TO ALTERNATIVE SETTING 
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DeFacto Suspension 

Over the span of less than 2 academic years, WPS has:  

• had 1,443 incidents deemed necessary for Emergency Removal 

• 267 of those incidents  have been deemed “suspendable” 

• 81.5% of those incidents are currently unconverted to “suspendable”  

• between 2,352 - 3,528 days of “excused absences” resulBng from ERs at this Bme 

over this period.  

Note:  Data from a Freedom of Informa1on Act request of Worcester Public Schools, submi5ed Spring 2019 . 
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Note:  Data from a Freedom of Informa1on Act request of Worcester Public Schools, submi5ed Spring 2019. 
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